Limitless Forgiveness

hat makes seven such an important number?

It’s the symbolism. It signifies wholeness,
completeness, and totality. So, seventy-seven (or
seventy times seven in some Bible translations)
suggests infinity. Peter was exaggerating when he
suggested that he might forgive his brother seven
times. He presumed that if he acted in this way, his
behavior would demonstrate the immeasurable extent
of his personal graciousness. Jesus’ response implied
that there should be no end to our forgiving another.
To underscore the significance of this magnanimity,
Jesus offered God (in the guise of the king who forgave
a huge debt) as the exemplar of forgiving.

Forgiving another’s offense against us could well be
one of the most difficult things we are asked to do. To
ask for forgiveness does not seem as difficult. After all,
when we bump into a perfect stranger in an elevator,
we say, “Forgive me.” But to forgive someone who has
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deliberately offended us, who has dishonored our sense
of personal dignity, as slight as that offense might be,
is neither as easy nor as casual a gesture. And yet, we
must.

We all carry debts to others. Both the first reading
and the Gospel passage remind us that the debts
owed to us by others in no way compare with the
debt we owe God, and yet God shows us compassion
and forgives us. If we are grateful children of a
compassionate God, we will want to be like God and we
will forgive others.

~FOR Reflection

« Say the Lord’s Prayer slowly, reflecting on “forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us.” :

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

# Do you carry resentment in your heart? Does
clinging to it lessen its burden in any way?

[Jesus said,] “Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as | had pity on you?”
MATTHEW 18:33
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